
 

 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 

Petition Number: PE1266

Main Petitioner: William Stevenson 

Subject: School closure procedures  
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Government to establish how the 
procedures and guidelines used by local authorities to close a school properly 
reflect the needs of children with additional support needs. 
 

Background 
The decision about whether to close a school is for the local authority to 
make.  There are, however, regulations about the consultation process.  
These are currently being revised by the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) 
Bill. 
The framework for providing for children with additional support needs is set 
out in the Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Act 2004.   
In April 2009 Glasgow City Council voted to close 11 primary and 9 nursery 
schools in August.1

Scottish Government Action 
The Scottish Government has issued guidance on school closures.  This is 
available at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Schools/Buildings/schoolclosure
s
The Scottish Government has recently introduced the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Bill to revise the consultation requirements for changes to the 
school estate, including closures.  The Bill papers and progress to date can be 
viewed at: http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/23-Schools/index.htm   
Key proposals include an extension to the period required for consultation, 
greater involvement of HMIe and the requirement for the local authority to 
publish an educational benefits statement setting out how the education of the 
pupils concerned will benefit from the proposed changes.  There is provision 
for any allegations of local authority inaccuracies to be reported in the 
consultation report.  There is also provision for Scottish Ministers to ‘call in’ 
any decision where the local authority has not followed the consultation 

                                            
1 See 
http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.2503950.0.Tears_as_council_votes_to_clo
se_21_schools.php
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procedures or has failed to take proper account of a material consideration 
relevant to its decision to implement the proposal.’ (Section 17(2)). 
The transitional provisions are that where a local authority has already 
completed a consultation under the previous legislation, the authority may 
proceed with implementation unless it has modified the proposal in any 
material way or the proposal requires the consent of Scottish Ministers in 
respect to distance or capacity under the existing 1981 Regulations.  
In addition to introducing this Bill, the Scottish Government is currently 
working on updating the 2003 School Estates Strategy. 

Scottish Parliament Action 
The Parliament’s Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee is 
currently taking evidence at stage 1 of the Bill.  The final oral evidence 
session, taking evidence from the Cabinet Secretary, took place on 
Wednesday 3 June.  The Stage 1 debate has yet to be determined. The 
deadline for completion of Stage 1 was extended to 4 September 2009 (the 
previous deadline was 26 June 2009). 
The Committee has considered the issue of school closures on a number of 
occasions in relation to previous petitions.  For example Petition PE872 
requesting a legislative presumption against closure of rural schools and 
PE853 requesting legislation requiring all proposals for closure of facilities and 
services for children with special needs to be referred to Scottish Ministers.  
These two petitions were considered on several occasions by the Committee, 
most recently in November 2007 when the Committee considered a reply from 
the Cabinet Secretary on the issues raised and agreed to keep the petitions 
open. 
 
Camilla Kidner 
Senior Research Specialist 
03 June 2009 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk

 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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